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SEPTEMBER 2008

TEAGHING PLANS

AN EXPLORATION OF THE BOOKS OF 1 AND 2 KINGS

TELL ME THE STORY AGAIN...

This issue we’re going old school—way back to the first part of the Old Testament. Not sure what
your students remember about all the kings (and queen)? You’re going to have the opportunity
to introduce or reacquaint them with some amazing stories. If this is the first time they’re
digging into the Scriptures of the OT, they are in for a drama-filled treat—and an opportunity to
discover a lot about wisdom, obedience, and knowing God in a deeper way.

WHAT’S OLD IS NEW...

With this quarter, we have redesigned the Collegiate online features, bringing you a more
structured teaching plan with additional helps and more relevant questions to equip you to lead
astrong discussion-based lesson. The same sections are here: Getting Started helps introduce
the topic and get your students engaged in the lesson. Explore the Bible leads them through the
Scripture passages of the lesson, helping them understand the text, its historical and cultural
context, and what it means to them today. Apply to Life gives you ideas for furthering the
application of the Scripture, so students can take active steps to process what they’re learning
and how itimpacts their lives. Be sure you also utliize the commentary provided (threadsmedia.
com/collegiate) to help with your preparation and personal study of the lessons.

Of course, we know our work is not done. All things can be improved and we are anxious to
know what you think of the new Collegiate. So please send us your questions, thoughts, and

suggestions. Let us know what we could do better and how these teaching plans could be even
more relevant to your students and your ministry.

Waiting to hear from you,

Valerie Hancock
editor in chief of Threads
valerie.hancock@threadsmedia.com




| - BIBLE STUDY

WEEK OF SEPT. 7 // 1 KINGS

% THIS WEEK YOU'LL NEED

e A COPY OF THIS LEADER GUIDE

* YOUR COLLEGIATE MAGAZINE

© QUOTES AND DEFINITIONS OF WISDOM
TO DISTRIBUTE TO THE CLASS

NEED TO KNOWS

CHARACTERS
KING DAVID
KING SOLOMON

IMPORTANT DATE
c. 970 B.C.—BEGINNING OF SOLOMON’S REIGN

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

King David dies and his son, Solomon, takes over
the throne amid Adonijah’s manipulative efforts
to steal it.

KEY VERSES
1 KINGS 3:5-10

HOW CAN | GAIN WISDOM?
GETTING STARTED

As students arrive, make available various definitions and
quotes of the word wisdom. One definition is provided in
the “Dig Deeper” section of your Collegiate.

“DIG DEEPER” (p. 30 of Collegiate)
“Wisdom—the quality of having experience, knowledge,
and good judgment; the quality of being wise.”

“Wisdom in Israel and the ancient Near East was not
synonymous with knowledge or education. It involved
the ability to live life in a skillful way so at the end one’s
life would amount to something worthwhile. To the
Israelites this was possible only if a person knew and

responded appropriately to (i.e., feared) Yahweh.”
—From James L. Crenshaw’s Old Testament Wisdom: An Introduction

“When | was a boy of 14, my father was so ignorant |
could hardly stand to have the old man around. But when
| got to be 21, | was astonished at how much the old man
had learned in seven years.” - Mark Twain

To get students thinking about the concept of wisdom, have
them form small groups of three or four and read over these
definitions and quotes. In addition to the definitions you
provided, encourage each group to answer the following:

e In your own words, define wisdom.

e When you think of wise people, who comes to mind?
Why do you consider them “wise”?

* How do wisdom and knowledge differ?

e What are some of the main differences between how our
culture defines wisdom versus how the Bible defines
wisdom?

Allow a few minutes for sharing, then bring small groups
together. In the large group, call on volunteers to describe
attributes of the wisest person they know. Highlight some
of the key adjectives students use in their descriptions and
list them on the board or a large sheet of paper.

¢ Do any of these descriptions apply to the character of
Solomon? If yes, which ones and why?

The first two chapters of 1 Kings not only bridge the gap
between the reigns of King David and King Solomon, but
they also reveal the importance of basing our lives on God’s
wisdom as exemplified through the beginning of Solomon’s
rule.
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EXPLORE THE BIBLE
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1). WISDOM IS ROOTED IN OBEDIENCE (1 KINGS 2:1-12).
‘As the time approached for David to die, he
instructed his son Solomon, 2“As for me, | am going
the way of all of the earth. Be strong and brave, 3and
keep your obligation to the LorRD your God to walk in
His ways and to keep His statutes, commandments,
judgments, and testimonies. This is written in the law
of Moses, so that you will have success in everything
you do and wherever you turn, and so that the LORD
will carry out His promise that He made to me: ‘If
your sons are careful to walk faithfully before Me
with their whole mind and heart, you will never fail to
have a man on the throne of Israel.’

5“You also know what Joab son of Zeruiah did to me
and what he did to the two commanders of Israel’s
army, Abner son of Nera and Amasa son of Jether. He
murdered them in a time of peace to avenge blood
shed in war. He spilled that blood on his own waist-
band and on the sandals of his feet. ®Act according to
your wisdom, and do not let his gray head descend
to Sheol in peace.

7“Show loyalty to the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite
and let them be among those who eat at your table
because they supported me when | fled from your
brother Absalom.

5“Keep an eye on Shimei son of Gera, the Benjaminite
from Bahurim who is with you. He uttered malicious
curses against me the day | went to Mahanaim. But
he came down to meet me at the Jordan River, and

I swore to him by the Lorp: ‘I will never kill you with
the sword.” °So don’t let him go unpunished, for you
are a wise man. You know how to deal with him to
bring his gray head down to Sheol with blood.”

°Then David rested with his fathers and was buried
in the city of David. The length of time David reigned
over Israel was 4o years: he reigned seven years in
Hebron and 33 years in Jerusalem. 2Solomon sat on
the throne of his father David, and his kingship was
firmly established.

* Do you consider wisdom something reserved only for
elderly people? Why or why not?

e Think back to the list of wise people you just discussed.

Were they mostly older, or was there a good mix of
various ages?

READ 1 KINGS 2:1-12.
(See also 1 Chronicles 22:12-13; Joshua 1:7-8.)

e What was David trying to convey to Solomon on
his deathbed?

e Why were those his final instructions?

e How does Solomon immediately put David’s instruction
to practice?

King David’s last words to Solomon concerning obedience
to the Lord are even more powerful when we reflect on
David’s life and some of his mistakes and struggles. In the
wisdom of his old age, David wanted to convey to Solomon
the blessing and fulfillment of promises that come through
obeying God. When we look at David’s life, we know that
God used him for greatness in spite of some bad choices.
But we can’t help but wonder if his charge to Solomon was
in the hopes that Solomon wouldn’t have to learn from
similar mistakes.

e Think back to what you know about David’s life and
both the obedient and disobedient choices he made.
Do you think David’s disobedient choices hindered or
enhanced his wisdom journey? Explain.

e Inyourown life, has there been a time when you
learned from your mistakes? In what ways did that
experience shape you?

e God chose to use both David and Solomon (1 Kings 3:3)
in spite of their mistakes. Why do you think he chose to
do so? What does this tell you about God’s character?

¢ Based on this passage, how do you explain the link
between obedience and wisdom?
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... EXPLORE THE BIBLE CONTINUED

2). WISDOM IS FROM GOD ALONE (1 KINGS 3:1-15).
‘Solomon made an alliance with Pharaoh king of
Egypt by marrying Pharaoh’s daughter. Solomon
brought her to the city of David until he finished
building his palace, the LorD’s temple, and the wall
surrounding Jerusalem. 2However, the people were
sacrificing on the high places, because until that
time a temple for the LorRD’s name had not been built.
3Solomon loved the LorD by walking in the statutes
of his father David, but he also sacrificed and burned
incense on the high places.

what you did not ask for: both riches and honor, so
that no man in any kingdom will be your equal during
your entire life. *“If you walk in My ways and keep

My statutes and commandments just as your father
David did, I will give you a long life.”

“Then Solomon woke up and realized it had been a
dream. He went to Jerusalem, stood before the ark of
the Lord’s covenant, and offered burnt offerings and
fellowship offerings. Then he held a feast for all his
servants.

Our culture encourages us to achieve by our own personal
strength. We often find ourselves subconsciously relying
on people and things rather than relying solely on God.
As followers of Christ, we must acknowledge that our true

4The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there because
it was the most famous high place. He offered 1,000
burnt offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the LORD

Ol 000

appeared to Solomon in a dream at night. God said,
“Ask. What should | give you?”

¢And Solomon replied, “You have shown great

and faithful love to Your servant, my father David,
because he walked before You in faithfulness,
righteousness, and integrity. You have continued this
great and faithful love for him by giving him a son to
sit on his throne, as it is-today.

7“Lorp my God, You have now made Your servant
king in my father David’s place. Yet | am just a youth
with no experience in leadership. ¢Your servant is
among Your people You have chosen, a people too
numerous to be numbered or counted. °So give Your
servant an obedient heart to judge Your people and
to discern between good and evil. For who is able to
judge this great people of Yours?”

Now it pleased the Lord that Solomon had
requested this. **So God said to him, “Because you
have requested this and did not ask for long life or -
riches for yourself, or the death of your enemies, but
you asked discernment for yourself to understand
justice, 21 will therefore do what you have asked. |
will give you a wise and understanding heart, so that
there has never been anyone like you before and
never will be again. 3In addition, | will give you

strength and wisdom comes from God.

Who (or what) do you seek first for wisdom when
you encounter a difficult situation? Why do you ask
there first?

Why do we often think we don’t need God?

READ 1 KINGS 3:1-15.

Why did Solomon request those things? What was he
lacking?

How is humility a part of wisdom (vv. 6-9)?
How did God reward Solomon for his humble request?

If given the same opportunity by God, what would
your request be? Why would you request it?
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.. EXPLORE THE BIBLE CONTINUED

3). WISDOM RESULTS IN GOOD JUDGMENT (1 KINGS 3:16-28).

“Then two women who were prostitutes came to the
king and stood before him. ?One woman said, “Please
my lord, this woman and I live in the same house, and

I had a baby while she was in the house. **0n the third
day after | gave birth, she also had a baby and we were
alone. No one else was with us in the house; just the
two of us were there. *During the night this woman’s
son died because she lay on him. 2°She got up in the
middle of the night and took my son from my side while
your servant was asleep. She laid him at her breast,
and she put her dead son in my arms. #When | got up in
the morning to nurse my son, | discovered he was dead.
That morning, when | looked closely at him | realized
that he was not the son | gave birth to.”

22“No,” the other woman said. “My son is the living one;
your son is the dead one.”

The first woman said, “No, your son is the dead one; my
son is the living one.” So they argued before the king.

3The king replied, “This woman says, ‘This is my son
who is alive, and your son is dead,” but that woman
says, ‘No, your son is dead, and my son is alive.”” *The
king continued, “Bring me a sword.” So they brought
the sword to the king. ?Solomon said, “Cut the living
boy in two and give halfto one and half to the other.”

26The woman whose son was alive spoke to the king
because she felt great compassion for her son. “My
lord, give her the living baby,” she said, “but please
don’t have him killed!”

But the other one said, “He will not be mine or yours.
Cut him in two!”

2’The king responded, “Give the living baby to the first
woman, and don’t kill him. She is his mother.” 2%All
Israel heard about the judgment the king had given,
and they stood in awe of the king because they saw that
God’s wisdom was in him to carry out justice.

Though most of us agree that God’s wisdom would make
a positive difference in our discernment and decision
making, few of us know how to live according to God’s

+ wisdom. So many distractions in our lives vie for our

attention and keep us from living in God’s wisdom. Our
challenge in pursuing godly wisdom is to focus more and
more on God each day as we seek to glorify Him with who
we are and everything we do.

e What types of things keep us from seeking God’s
wisdom daily?

e What types of decisions are you faced with
week-to-week?

e What does “good judgment” in these situations look
like? How does your response differ because you’re
a Christian?

Re-tell the story of the two women going before King
Solomon to settle their dispute (1 Kings 3:16-27).

READ 1 KINGS 3:28:
“All Israel heard about the judgment the king had
given, and they stood in awe of the king because they

saw that God’s wisdom was in him to carry out justice.”

Explain that because God answered Solomon’s request for
wisdom, he was able to administer justice to the people.

* Do you think Solomon was certain his wise counsel
would reveal the woman’s lie? How was he still able to
lead with confidence?

e What was the result(s) of Solomon’s wisdom in this

particular situation? [Think: reconciliation, honesty, life]

* How does making good decisions allow us to
glorify God?

¢ How would seeking God’s wisdom change the way you
live your life?

e What can you change this week so you can receive
wisdom from God?

BIBLE STUDY

WEEK OF SEPT. 7 // 1 KINGS 1-4
We face countless decisions each day that give us the
opportunity to glorify God with our lives. While we will
always be faced with the temptation to make selfish
decisions that honor only ourselves, the more actively we
seek godly wisdom, both from Scripture and from the wise
counsel of those around us, the more motivated we will be
to make the decisions that glorify God alone.




APPLY TO LIFE
HELP STUDENTS REVISIT THE LIFE QUESTION, HOW CAN | GAIN WISDOM?

Lead the group in one (or more) of the lesson applications below. Then close the
session with prayer.

OPTION 1:

Instruct students to list some important decisions they’ve faced in the past. What are
the benefits of living by God’s wisdom?

Also have students list situations or decisions they are currently facing. Provide a few
minutes for them to pray about these situations and decisions, asking God to provide
them Him wisdom to know what’s right. How will God’s wisdom be displayed in your
life?

By knowing God and His Word, we can better understand His will and purpose. We are
now better equipped to make decisions that are pleasing to God. Also point out that
when it becomes evident our lives are being lived in God’s wisdom, we will have op-
portunities to help others learn how to live in God’s wisdom.

OPTION 2:

Distribute index cards and instruct students to write out their personal prayer for ways
they desire to seek God’s wisdom in their lives during the study of 1 and 2 Kings. Have
them write their names on the back of the card. Collect everyone’s card and take them
home with you. Before nextweek, make a copy of each student’s personal prayer and
commit to interceding for your students every week. If possible, laminate the cards
while you have them at home. Next week, bring back the cards and distribute them out
to the class, making sure no one receives their own card. Have the students commit to
interceding throughout the semester on behalf of the person whose card they received,
joining with them in their prayer for godly wisdom.

OPTION 3:

As a group, commit to learning Psalm 111:10 this week: “The fear of the LorD is the
beginning of wisdom; all who follow His instructions have good insight. His praise
endures forever.”

Send an e-mail reminder to your group mid-week to encourage them in their
memorization efforts. :

PRAY ...

Close in prayer, asking the Lord to make His wisdom evident to each student
throughout the week. Pray specifically for the convictions and temptations students
will face as they seek to live selflessly over the next week.

WEEK OF SEPT. 7 // 1 KINGS 1-4

BEFORE NEXT TIME

Send an encouraging e-mail to your class to
let them know you are praying for them as
they pursue the Lord’s wisdom and self-
less decision-making throughout the week.
Encourage your group to interact via e-mail
this week as they become more aware of
who/where they seek wisdom from as things ~ GLORY REVEALED

come up during the week. ENTER THE WORSHIP CIRCLE, VOLS. 1-3
RE-READ PASSION: 60D OF THIS CITY

“HOW DO | COME TO GOD IN WORSHIP?”
on page 31 of your Collegiate magazine.

FIND AWORSHIP ALBUM

to bring to class with you and play at the
beginning of next week’s class. Consider one
of the worship albums from the “Dig Deeper”
section on page 31 of Collegiate:



% THIS WEEK YOU'LL NEED

e A COPY OF THIS LEADER GUIDE

* YOUR COLLEGIATE MAGAZINE

e AWORSHIP CD TO PLAY AS STUDENTS
ARRIVE. WE SUGGEST GLORY REVEALED, ENTER
THE WORSHIP CIRCLE VOLS. 1-3, OR PASSION:
GOD OF THIS CITY.

* OPTIONAL: PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE SISTINE
CHAPEL AND A COFFEE SHOP

e THE WISDOM PRAYER CARDS FOR YOUR
GROUP, IF YOU SELECTED OPTION NO. 2 LAST
WEEK.

NEED TO KNOWS

CHARACTER
SOLOMON

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

These chapters focus on the preparations for,
building, and dedication of the Lord’s temple in
Jerusalem and Solomon’s palace. The temple
hecame the center for the Israelites’ worship
of Yahweh.

KEY VERSE
1 KINGS 8:23

L

HOW DO | COME TO GOD IN WORSHIP?

GETTING STARTED

As students arrive, play the worship CD. Explain that you’ll
be discussing worship and giving your best to God.

e What does worship mean?

One possible definition of worship is provided on page 31
of Collegiate magazine. Share the location and elements
you’re personally drawn to in order to worship God and in
what ways those things inspire worship for you. Explain
that in thinking about how we approach God in worship, we
should consider that outward details often reflect our inner
attitudes and thoughts about God.

e What elements of worship are important to you?
List responses on the board or a large sheet of paper.
[Think: lighting, music, seating, instruments]

Describe your most meaningful worship experience.

What specifically made it so memorable?

How would you have changed the experience?

‘OPTION:

Display a photograph of the Sistine Chapel and one
of a local coffee shop. Ask volunteers to describe the
differences between the two locations.

e Where and when can true worship take place?
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EXPLORE THE BIBLE

1). INWORSHIP GIVE GOD YOUR BEST (1 KINGS 5-7).

1 KINGS 5:1-5

Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants to Solomon
when he heard that he had been anointed king in his
father’s place, for Hiram had always been friends
with David.

2Solomon sent this message to Hiram: 3“You know
my father David was not able to build a temple for the
name of the LORD his God. This was because of the
warfare all around him until the LorD put his enemies
under his feet. “The LoRD my God has now given me
rest all around; there is no enemy or crisis. >*So | plan
to build a temple for the name of the LorD my God,
according to what the LORD promised my father Da-
vid: ‘I will put your son on your throne in your place,
and he will build the temple for My name.””

1KINGS 6:11-13

“The word of the LORD came to Solomon: *2“As for
this temple you are building—if you walk in My
Statutes, execute My ordinances, and keep all My
commandments by walking in them, | will fulfill My
promise to you, which | made to your father David.
3] will live among the Israelites and not abandon My
people Israel.”

Give some context to the current lesson by explaining that
Solomon gained great wisdom and understanding from the
Lord in order to lead the people of Israel. According to
1Kings 4:34, people came from all over to hear his wisdom.

Scripture reveals how Solomon’s wisdom led him to build a
temple for the Lord.

READ 1 KINGS 5:1-5.

e Why did Solomon decide to build the temple?

¢ According to 1 Kings 5:6—6:36, what importance did
Solomon place on the building materials?

Describe how Solomon was going to use the best materials
available for the temple. He chose quality wood that was
durable, resistant to rot and worms, could be polished to a
fine shine, and considered the best timber for building.

READ 1 KINGS 6:11-13.
e Why did the Lord interrupt Solomon’s work?

¢ In his worship of God, where might Solomon
have failed?

e If the amount of work and length of time required to
build the temple (6:38) indicated Solomon’s heart
toward God, what did the amount of work and length of
time required to build his palace (7:1) indicate?

e What evidence do you see that Solomon gave his
best to God?

e What does it mean to give God our best in worship?

e What things distract you while you’re worshiping
corporately?

Lead students to privately consider how their outward
expressions reflect their inner feelings. How is my attitude
and worship of God reflected in my attire? My posture? My
actions? To assure that our own desires don’t get out of
proportion, we must approach God with undivided focus
and a willingness to give Him our very best.

FOR ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS, SEE “THINK ABOUT THIS”
ON PAGE 31 OF COLLEGIATE MAGAZINE.
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2). INWORSHIP FOCUS SOLELY ON GOD (1 KINGS 8:22-53).

1 KINGS 8:22-30

22Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in
front of the entire congregation of Israel and spread
out his hands toward heaven. 23He said: LORD God of
Israel, there is no God like You in heaven above or on
earth below, keeping the gracious covenant with Your
servants who walk before You with their whole heart.
24You have kept what You promised to Your servant, my
father David. You spoke directly to him and You fulfilled
Your promise by Your power as it is today.

#Therefore, LORD God of Israel, keep what You promised
to Your servant, my father David: You will never fail to
have a man to sit before Me on the throne of Israel, if
only your sons guard their walk before Me as you have
walked before Me. 2Now LORD God of Israel, please
confirm what You promised to Your servant, my father
David.

But will God indeed live on earth? Even heaven, the
highest heaven, cannot contain You, much less this
temple | have built. *Listen to Your servant’s prayer and
his petition, LorD my God, so that You may hear the cry
and the prayer that Your servant prays before You today,
2950 that Your eyes may watch over this temple night
and day, toward the place where You said: My name will
be there, and so that You may hear the prayer that Your
servant prays toward this place. 3°Hear the petition of
Your servant and Your people Israel, which they pray
toward this place. May You hear in Your dwelling place
in heaven. May You hear and forgive.

From your own personal study and biblical commentary .
for this session, set the scene for the dedication of the
temple in 1 Kings 8. Include comments about the crowd
who gathered and the “glory of the Lord” that filled the
temple (1 Kings 8:11; 2 Chronicles 5:14). Take a moment
to ponder what experiencing the “glory of the Lord” must
have been like.

Explain that Solomon prayed a prayer of dedication before
the altarin front of all the people.

READ 1 KINGS 8:22-30.

e How did Solomon approach God in his dedication
of the temple? '

* How would you summarize the theme of
Solomon’s prayer?

e Why did so much of Solomon’s prayer focus on
confession of sin?

e How important is confession of sin when we
approach God in worship?

¢ Did Solomon draw more attention to himself or to
God in his prayer?

e When you attend a large, corporate worship service,
what do you hope to get out of the time you spend
participating in such a gathering?

* How do we sometimes allow worship to be more about
us than God?

e How can we be sure our focus is correct?

When Solomon finished praying, fire descended from
heaven, and the glory of the Lord filled the temple

(2 Chronicles 7:1). The Israelites who were watching bowed
down with their faces to the ground and worshiped and
praised God.

God ultimately wants to be with His people and our worship
of Him leads Him to be closer to us and to those around us.
God wants to dwell within the body of Christ in its fullness.

e What does it mean to be in the presence of God?

BIBLE STUDY

1 KINGS 5-8 // WEEK OF SEPT. 14
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1 KINGS 5-8 // WEEK OF SEPT. 14

... EXPLORE THE BIBLE CONTINUED

3). INWORSHIP LEAD OTHERS TO GOD’S PRESENCE

my words | have made my petition with before the LORD e What was the result of the worship that would take

Ol 000

(1 KINGS 8:14-21,54-66).

1 KINGS 8:14-21

“4The king turned around and blessed the entire con-
gregation of Israel while they were standing. **He said:
May the LorD God of Israel be praised! He spoke directly
to my father David, and He has fulfilled the promise by
His power. He said, **“Since the day | brought My people
Israel out of Egypt, | have not chosen a city to build a
temple in among any of the tribes of Israel, so that My
name would be there. But | have chosen David to rule My
people Israel.”

7|t was in the desire of my father David to build a temple
for the name of the LorD God of Israel. *®*But the LORD said
to my father David, “Since it was your desire to build a
temple for My name, you have done well to have this
desire. ®Yet you are not the one to build it; instead, your
son, your own offspring, will build it for My name.”

2°The LORD has fulfilled what He promised. | have taken
the place of my father David, and I sit on the throne of
Israel, as the LorD promised. | have built the temple for
the name of the LorD God of Israel. 2!l have provided a
place there for the ark, where the LOrD’s covenant is that
He made with our ancestors when He brought them out of
the land of Egypt.

1 KINGS 8:54-61

54When Solomon finished praying this entire prayer
and petition to the LORD, he got up from kneeling
before the altar of the Lorb, with his hands spread out
toward heaven, 55and he stood and blessed the whole
congregation of Israel with a loud voice:

55“May the LoRD be praised! He has given rest to His
people Israel according to all He has said. Not one of all
the good promises He made through His servant Moses
has failed. 5’May the Lorp our God be with us as He was
with our ancestors. May He not abandon us or leave us.
58May He incline our hearts toward Him to walk in all
His ways and to keep His commands, ordinances, and
judgments, which He commanded our ancestors. **May

be near the LorD our God day and night, so that He may
uphold His servant’s cause and the cause of His people

Israel, as each day requires, ®°and so that all the peoples

of the earth may know that the LoRD is God. There is
no other! 5'Let your heart be completely devoted to the
Lorp our God to walk in His ordinances and to keep His
commands, as it is today.”

READ 1 KINGS 8:14-21. Instruct students to listen for ways
Solomon pointed péople to God.

e How did Solomon use God’s promises and Israel’s
history to lead Israel to worship?

e What acts of worship did he lead the people to do?

As the leader of his people, Solomon led them to see God
as awesome and mighty, he urged them to be completely
devoted to God, and he led them to perform sacrifices
and observe the Festival of Tabernacles. (It took 14 days
total for the dedication of the temple and the subsequent

festival.) He fulfilled his responsibility to spiritually lead the

people.

e How are you responsible to God for helping
others worship?

e How can you encourage believers around you to be
completely devoted to God?

e How can you help them see the greatness of God?
e How can your public worship help or hinder

others’ worship?

READ 1 KINGS 8:54-61.

e According to verses 58 and 61, what was Solomon
hoping the Lord would do? What was he hoping the
people would do?

God wants our hearts to be drawn to Him. It doesn’t
matter where we are—His desire is to be near us and us
near to Him.

place at the temple Solomon built?

e |s there something about worship today that keeps
people from knowing the Lord is God?




APPLY TO LIFE
HELP STUDENTS REVISIT THE LIFE QUESTION, HOW SHOULD | APPROACH GOD IN WORSHIP?

Direct students to find partners and answer the following questions:

e What other places come to mind when you think about where you can
worship God?

e Consider your responses about worship at the beginning of the lesson.
What might your approach to worship say about your commitment to God?

¢ In the past, what part of corporate worship have you compromised and
given God less than your best? How will you correct this in the future?

e Using your understanding of true worship—giving Him your best, seeking
and focusing on Him, and leading others to Him—when was the last time
you truly worshiped God?

PRAY ...

1 KINGS 5-8 // WEEK OF SEPT. 14

Close in prayer, allowing students an opportunity to
express their desire to be better worshipers of God.

BEFORE NEXT TIME

Send your students a note encouraging
them to focus solely on God, offering Him
their best, as they worship privately and
corporately this week.

RE-READ
“WHY DOES OBEDIENCE MATTER?” on page
32 of your Collegiate magazine

DOWNLOAD THE SONGS “Count Me In” by
Leeland, from the album Opposite Way, and
“Here | Am” by Shawn McDonald, from the
album Simply Nothing, to play next week.



% THIS WEEK YOU'LL NEED

A COPY OF THIS LEADER GUIDE
YOUR COLLEGIATE MAGAZINE

* RECORDING AND LYRICS OF THE
HYMN “TRUST AND OBEY”
YOUR COLLEGIATE MAGAZINE

NEED TO KNOWS

CHARACTERS
SOLOMON AND THE QUEEN OF SHEBA

HISTORICAL GONTEXT

Solomon has completed the building of the
royal palace and the temple, the Jews’ house
of worship. Inside was the Ark of the Covenant
which contained the Ten Commandments.

FOCAL PASSAGES
1 KINGS 9-11; 2 CHRONICLES 7:11-9:31

KEY PASSAGE
1 KINGS 9:4-5

DID YOU KNOW?

“Trust and Obey” was written by John H. Sammis,
a Presbyterian pastor, in 1887. The song was
inspired by a young man’s testimony at a Moody
preaching campaign in Massachusetts: “l am
not quite sure—but | am going to trust, and | am
going to obey.” The hymn addresses key areas of
our lives we need to trust God with—Verse one:
daily life; verse two: struggles and difficulties;
verse three: submitting to God; and verse four:
following God’s will.

»°

——J
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WHY DOES OBEDIENGE MATTER?

GETTING STARTED

Play the hymn “Trust and Obey” as your students arrive. Consider
a contemporary version from an artist such as Big Daddy Weave.
As your study begins, draw students into a discussion, analyzing
the lyrics to this great hymn. Consider providing copies of the
lyrics for group members to read. (Music and lyrics are public
domain.)

¢ Have you ever considered the tie between trust and obedience?
* How do they work together?
* Do you agree with Sammis’ words?
e Do the lyrics seem theologically sound?
e What key areas of life does the hymn address?
e Can we obey God fully without trusting Him fully?
Why or why not?

Our current culture tends to portray obedience as a negative
thing—something that interferes with our freedom and prohibits

us from enjoying life.

e Why does obedience seem so restrictive?

* How have you struggled with obedience in your life?

Being obedient to your parents? Teachers? God?

* How does our obedience to God differ from our obedience to

people of authority in our lives?

Even though people may naturally tend to resist following the
rules of others, truly obeying the Word of God actually brings

freedom and fullness to our lives.

DIG DEEPER

Found on page 32 of Collegiate magazine: obedience—to hear
God’s Word and act accordingly. The person’s obedient response
to God’s Word is a response of trust and faith. To really hear God’s
Word is to obey God’s Word.

WEEK OF SEPT. 21 // 1 KINGS 9-1]
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1). GOD BLESSES OUR OBEDIENCE (1 KINGS 9:1-9).

When Solomon finished building the temple of the
Lorp, the royal palace, and all that Solomon desired
to do, 2the LorRD appeared to Solomon a second time
just as He had appeared to him at Gibeon. 3The LORD
said to him: ‘

I have heard your prayer and petition you have made
before Me. | have consecrated this temple you have
built, to put My name there forever; My eyes and My
heart will be there at all times.

4As for you, if you walk before Me as your

father David walked, with integrity of heart and
uprightness, doing everything | have commanded
you, and if you keep My statutes and ordinances, */
will establish your royal throne over Israel forever,
as | promised your father David: You will never fail to
have a man on the throne of Israel.

¢If you or your sons turn away from following Me
and do not keep My commands—My statutes that |
have set before you—and if you go and serve other
gods and worship them, 7 will cut off Israel from the
land | gave them, and | will reject the temple | have
sanctified for My name. Israel will become an object
of scorn and ridicule among all the peoples. sThough
this temple is now exalted, every passerby will be
appalled and will hiss. They will say: Why did the
LORD do this to this land and this temple? °Then they
will say: Because they abandoned the LorD their God
who brought their ancestors out of the land of Egypt.
They clung to other gods and worshiped and served
them. Because of this, the LorD brought all this ruin
on them.

What’s taking place in these passages is much like what
we’ve read before—the Lord spoke to King Solomon and
told him to walk in obedience. Now 12 years have passed
and Solomon has successfully completed the building
of the temple, a “house of prayer for all nations” (Isaiah
56:7), and the royal palace. The Lord spoke again.

READ 1 KINGS 9:1-9.
God’s promise to Solomon had two parts—one was conditional,

. one was not. It was also a direct response to Solomon’s prayer.

e Why do you think God responded as He did?

e Solomon had a choice to make. Was it a difficult choice?
Why or why not?

e What would be the result of obedience? What would be
the blessing?

e What was the significance of his choice? How would it
impact the future of Israel?

God’s conditional promise was that David and his
descendant’s would remain in office as kings only

when they honored and obeyed Him. When they failed
to do this, they lost the throne (2 Kings 25). God’s
unconditional promise was that David’s line would go on
forever. This was fulfilled in the birth of Jesus Christ.

READ ISAIAH 9:10-14.
e What excuses do we make for being disobedient?

e When are we most likely to make these excuses?
Why then?

¢ Have you stopped to consider how obedience today will
impact your future?

¢ How does obeying God change your perspective of
blessing?

* How has God blessed your obedience or the obedience
of those you know? What does that look like?
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2). WE HONOR GOD WITH OUR INFLUENCE (1 KINGS 10:1-13).
The queen of Sheba heard about Solomon’s fame
connected with the name of the LorD and came to test
him with difficult questions. 2She came to Jerusalem with
a very large retinue, with camels bearing spices, gold
in great abundance, and precious stones. She came to
Solomon and spoke to him about everything that was
on her mind. 3So Solomon answered all her questions;
nothing was too difficult for the king to explain to her.
“When the queen of Sheba observed all of Solomon’s
wisdom, the palace he had built, 5the food at his table,
his servants’ residence, his attendants’ service and their
attire, his cupbearers, and the burnt offerings he offered
at the LORD’s temple, it took her breath away.

6She said to the king, “The report | heard in my own
country about your words and about your wisdom is

true. 7But | didn’t believe the reports until | came and saw
with my own eyes. Indeed, | was not even told half. Your
wisdom and prosperity far exceed the report | heard.
SHow happy are your men. How happy are these servants
of yours, who always stand in your presence hearing your
wisdom. °*May the LORD your God be praised! He delighted
in you and put you on the throne of Israel, because of the
Lorp’s eternal love for Israel. He has made you king to
carry out justice and righteousness.”

°Then she gave the king four and a half tons of gold, a
great quantity of spices, and precious stones. Never again
did such a quantity of spices arrive as those the queen of
Sheba gave to King Solomon.

“In addition, Hiram’s fleet that carried gold from Ophir
brought from Ophir a large quantity of almug wood and
precious stones. ?The king made the almug wood into
steps for the LORD’s temple and the king’s palace and into
harps and lyres for the singers. Never before had such
almug wood come, and the like has not been seen again
even to this very day.

3King Solomon gave the queen of Sheba her every
desire—whatever she asked—besides what he had given
her out of his royal bounty. Then she, along with her
servants, returned to her own country.

e Who has influence over you? What do you think about
that? How do you view them?

¢ Do you feel you have influence over the lives of others?
Why or why not? Do you wish it were different?

. As we have seen, Solomon had great influence through-

out the world. And with that came great responsibility.
READ 1 KINGS 10:1-13.

Solomon’s reputation as a great and wise leader had
spread across the world. Not only did Solomon have
wisdom, but God had blessed him with riches as well
(See 1 Kings 10:14-29 for details). The Queen of Sheba
wanted to see if Solomon was for real.

The queen brought lavish gifts (spices, gold, and precious
stones) as was custom, and she also tested him, asking
“hard questions” or riddles used to test wisdom. She
wanted to impress him and glean his wisdom.

e Why was the queen impressed with what she saw
and heard?

e What kind of reputation points people to God?

e Why was the queen moved to acknowledge and praise God
as a result of her encounter with Solomon?

e Do people around you give glory to God because of what
they see in your life? Why or why not?

When we honor God with an obedient life, some who see
it will be influenced to seek out and possibly follow God.
God calls us to live influential lives. But influence doesn’t
mean perfection. Seeking God for strength and wisdom.
Striving for obedience is the key.

* Who reminds you of your need to live in obedience to God?
e Do you think of them positively or negatively?
e Why do we need these kinds of people in our lives?

The queen’s words should have reminded Solomon

that he was in his present position for God’s purpose,
and that he was called to lead the people in truth and
holiness. Her visit was an answer to Solomon’s prayer
that all people would come to know and fear God (1 Kings
8:41-43). With great influence comes great responsibility.
You have it whether or not you want it.

e How do you feel about influencing others for Christ?
e Who are you responsible to today? Who do you hope to
have influence with in the future?

BIBLE STUDY

WEEK OF SEPT. 21 // 1 KINGS 9-11
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3). DISOBEDIENCE HAS CONSEQUENCES (1 KINGS 11:1-13).
King Solomon loved many foreign women in addition
to Pharaoh’s daughter: Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite,
Sidonian, and Hittite women 2from the nations
that the Lorp had told the Israelites about, “Do not
intermarry with them, and they must not intermarry
with you, because they will turn you away from Me to
their gods.” Solomon was deeply attached to these
women and loved them. 3He had 700 wives who were
princesses and 300 concubines, and they turned his
heart away from the LoRD.

4When Solomon was old, his wives seduced him to
follow other gods. His heart was not completely with
the LorD his God, as his father David’s heart had
been. 5Solomon followed Ashtoreth, the goddess of
the Sidonians, and Milcom, the detestable idol of
the Ammonites. ¢Solomon did what was evil in the
Lorp’s sight, and unlike his father David, he did not
completely follow the Lorp.

At that time, Solomon built a high place for
Chemosh, the detestable idol of Moab, and for
Milcom, the detestable idol of the Ammonites on the
hill across from Jerusalem. éHe did the same for all
his foreign wives, who were burning incense and
offering sacrifices to their gods.

9The LorD was angry with Solomon, because his heart
had turned away from the LorD God of Israel, who
had appeared to him twice. *°He had commanded
him about this, so that he would not follow other
gods, but Solomon did not do what the Lorp had
commanded.

“Then the LORD said to Solomon, “Since you have
done this and did not keep My covenant and My stat-
utes, which | commanded you, | will tear the kingdom
away from you and give it to your servant. ?However,
I will not do it during your lifetime because of your
father David; | will tear it out of your son’s hand. *3Yet,
I will not tear the entire kingdom away from him. |
will give one tribe to your son because of my servant
David and because of Jerusalem that | chose.”

With influence also comes great consequences related
to disobedience and sin. Think of all the famous

- athletes, religious leaders, political leaders, actors,

and musicians who have experienced scandal for some
reason or another.

e What are common characteristics of all these people?
(power, influence, credibility, and so forth)

e Do they have different temptations than ordinary
people do? Why or why not?

READ 1 KINGS 11:1-13.

e Who was Solomon influenced by negatively?

¢ How would you feel if you were in Solomon’s shoes?

e What was Solomon’s legacy related to disobedience
and consequences?

“Didn’t King Solomon of Israel sin in matters like this?
There was not a king like him among many nations. He
was loved by his God and God made him a king over all
Israel, yet foreign women drew him into sin” (Nehemiah
13:26).

Solomon faced some very serious temptations. The very
man, who wrote the Proverbs concerning the lure of

women, is the one who did not take his own advice.

e What were the consequences of Solomon’s
disobedience?

¢ Are there always consequences to disobedience?
Explain.

¢ How do you stay focused on being obedient to God?

e How can we help and support each other in striving to
be obedient to God?




APPLY TO LIFE

HELP STUDENTS REVISIT THE LIFE QUESTION FOR THIS WEEK'S STUDY, WHY DOES OBEDIENCE MATTER
70 60D? LEAD THE GROUP IN ONE OF THE LESSON APPLICATIONS BELOW. THEN CLOSE YOUR STUDY
TIME WITH PRAYER.

OPTION 1:

Ask students to spend some time in personal reflection, praying and journaling
through the following questions:

e Areyou actively pursuing obedience in your relationship with Christ?

e How can you strengthen your commitment to obey God and His Word?

e Who do you influence at school, work, or where you live?

e How can you be a part of moving people you influence closer to God?

OPTION 2:

Read the story of the Prodigal Son from Luke 15, and discuss the differences between
the prodigal and the “good” son. How were their motives different? What was Jesus
trying to teach us about obedience as well as grace through this parable?

Ask each student to consider if they are more like the prodigal or the good son or which
one they relate to more. Allow for individual time of reflection, as students consider

where they are in their walk with God and what decisions or changes in direction they
need to make.

PRAY ...

Close your Bible study time in corporate prayer, asking God to help each person
with their individual commitments and to help you as a class encourage and
support one another in your pursuit of obedience.

WEEK OF SEPT. 21 // 1 KINGS 9-11

BEFORE NEXT TIME RE-READ

Pray specifically for each student in “How Can | Make Good Decisions?” on page
your group, asking God to guide them 33 of your Collegiate magazine.

in obedience and to experience a closer
relationship with Him. Let them know
you’ve prayed for them and ask them to
communicate specific needs to you as
they’re comfortable.

DOWNLOAD THIS SONG “Trouble of the World”
by Kevin Max, from the album The Blood.
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% THIS WEEK YOU'LL NEED

e A COPY OF THIS LEADER GUIDE
* YOUR COLLEGIATE MAGAZINE

NEED TO KNOWS

CHARACTERS

REHOBOAM—Solomon’s son; King of Israel
after Solomon’s death and became king of
Judah (Southern Kingdom) after the kingdom
split.

JEROBOAM—Chief leader of the forced laborers
in Solomon’s kingdom (1 Kings 11:28); became
the first king of the Northern Kingdom of Israel
after the kingdom split.

ELDERS

REHOBOAM'S FRIENDS

IMPORTANT DATE
c. 920 B.C. — DIVISION OF THE KINGDOM
OF ISRAEL

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Rehohoam’s decision to increase the hardship
of the Israelites was the final straw that led to
the division of the kingdom of Israel into two
kingdoms: Israel (Northern Kingdom) and Judah
(Southern Kingdom).

KEY VERSES
1 KINGS 12:7
1 KINGS 12:24

For an article that looks at practical decision-
making in a college student’s life, refer to
“Before You Rush In,” on page 24 of your
Collegiate magazine.

HOW CAN | MAKE GOOD DECISIONS?

GETTING STARTED

To get the conversation on decision-making started,

begin discussing various good but trivial decisions group
members have made, such as movies they saw recently and
liked, places they’ve visited, good restaurants in town, etc.
Then move the discussion to more significant decisions,
such as taking a part-time job, switching majors, or quitting
a sports team. Invite the group to share major decisions
they’ve made and the processes they went through to arrive
at the decisions. Share about a decision of your own at this
time too.

e Where do you usually go first for advice on decisions
you need to make? Is it a friend, a parent, or a particular
author’s self-help books? Why do you choose these
people?

¢ Are there people you tend to avoid asking for advice?
What are your reasons for not asking them?

e Think about the most recent big decision you made.
What different factors motivated you to make the choice
you made? Explain. Did you consider the effect your
choice would make on the people in your life? Why or
why not?

e If you’re honest with yourself, how high on your list
is consulting God? Why does He fall at that place on
your list?

As we saw in last week’s lesson, Solomon fell prey to the
pride and egotism that often accompanies power. While
Solomon began his kingship desiring to serve God alone,
his intermarriages with foreign women were in direct
disobedience to God’s command. Following Solomon’s
disobedient actions, Rehoboam inherited a rich and
powerful kingdom, but it was one filled with problems,
beginning with unhappy northern tribes who were
burdened by heavy taxation and forced labor.

Take a minute to walk students through 1 Kings 11:29-40,
which includes Ahijah’s prophecy about the division of the
kingdom and Jeroboam’s escape to Egypt. Both of these
events will resurface later in the lesson (see 1 Kings 12:15).
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EXPLORE THE BIBLE

1). AGOOD DECISION SEEKS THE BEST FOR OTHERS (1 KINGS 12:1-7).
‘Then Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had
gone to Shechem to make him king. 2When Jeroboam
son of Nebat heard about it, for he was still in Egypt
where he had fled from King Solomon’s presence,

Jeroboam stayed in Egypt. 3They summoned him, and
Jeroboam and the whole assembly of Israel came and

spoke to Rehoboam: +“Your father made our yoke
harsh. You, therefore, lighten your father’s harsh
service and the heavy yoke he put on us, and we will
serve you.”

5Rehoboam replied, “Go home for three days and
then return to me.” So the people left. °Then King
Rehoboam consulted with the elders who had served
his father Solomon when he was alive, asking, “How
do you advise me to respond to these people?”

"They replied, “Today if you will be a servant to these
people and serve them, and if you respond to them
by speaking kind words to them, they will be your
servants forever.”

e Have you made a decision lately that directly affected
another person? Explain the situation.

e What was the outcome of your decision in both your life

and the other’s life? Looking back, did you act selflessly

or do you now realize you made a selfish choice? Why?
READ 1 KINGS 12:1-T.

¢ According to verse 4, what did the people of Israel want
from the new king Rehoboam?

e What was Rehoboam’s immediate response to them?
Was this an appropriate response?

e What are some benefits of taking time before
making a big decision? Explain these benefits.

e Why would Rehoboam have consulted the elders?

* What does the advice of the elders in verse 7 imply
about the people Rehoboam was leading? What does it
imply about the character of a leader?

The nation was at an unsettling spot with the death of
Solomon and the coming transfer of power. Consulting
the elders was a wise choice because these were older
men who had served Solomon and were seasoned in
political affairs.

e Who are some godly “elders” you look to for wisdom?

e Do you always agree with their counsel? Why or why
not? How do you know you’re making a good decision?

decision to make?

What does making the selfless decision require of you?

Discuss how our first inclination is to take care of
ourselves and make decisions that work best for us. To
choose based on what is best for others will take a heart
of selflessness and a willingness to sacrifice. When we
make ourselves aware of the effects our decisions have
on those around us, we will become increasingly aware
of our sin natures and know how to better pray for pure
motives and selfless characters.

Why is a decision to seek someone’s best often a tough
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2). A GOOD DECISION IS NOT SELF-SERVING (1 KINGS 12:8-19).
8But he rejected the advice of the elders who had
advised him and consulted with the young men who
had grown up with him and served him. °He asked
them, “What message do you advise that we send back
to these people who said to me, ‘Lighten the yoke your
father put on us’?”

°Then the young men who had grown up with him

told him, “This is what you should say to these people
who said to you, ‘Your father made our yoke heavy, but
you, make it lighter on us!” This is what you should tell
them: ‘My little finger is thicker than my father’s loins!
1Athough my father burdened you with a heavy yoke,

I will add to your yoke; my father disciplined you with
whips, but | will discipline you with barbed whips.

250 Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam on
the third day, as the king had ordered: “Return to me
on the third day.” 3Then the king answered the people
harshly. He rejected the advice the elders had given
him *and spoke to them according to the young men’s
advice: “My father made your yoke heavy, but | will add
to your yoke; my father disciplined you with whips, but |
will discipline you with barbed whips.”

The king did not listen to the people, because the turn
of events came from the LORD to carry out His word,
which the LorD had spoken through Ahijah the Shilonite
to Jeroboam son of Nebat. “*When all Israel saw that

the king had not listened to them, the people answered
him: What portion do we have in David? We have no in-
heritance in the son of Jesse. Israel, return to your tents;
David, now look after your own house! So Israel went to
their tents, “but Rehoboam reigned over the Israelites
living in the cities of Judah. -

®8Then King Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was in
charge of forced labor, but all Israel stoned him to
death. King Rehoboam managed to get into the chariot
and flee to Jerusalem. “Israel is in rebellion against the
house of David until today.

READ 1 KINGS 12:8-11.

" e From the description of the young men in verse 10,

what can you assume about them?

e What are some possible reasons why Rehoboam re-
jected the elders’ advice and turned to the young men?

e What does the young men’s response reveal about their
character?

These young men would’ve been Rehoboam’s friends and
would’ve benefited from the pleasures he enjoyed. They
gave him the answer that best suited them.

On a large sheet of paper, write the advice given by the
elders (12:7). On another sheet, write the advice given by
Rehoboam’s friends (12:10b-11). Have students reflect on
each response. Then call for volunteers to randomly share
words that describe each answer.

¢ Think back to a specific time when you were forced to
make a decision that not only affected yourself but also
affected someone else. Did you seek wise counsel? If
yes, whose?

e What decision did you make? How would things have
been different had you made the opposite choice?

READ 1 KINGS 12:12-19.
What was the result of Rehoboam’s choice (vv. 18-19)?

Rehoboam had every opportunity to be a great king, but
he made too many wrong decisions. He was arrogant and
out of touch with the people and their needs. Rehoboam
grew up in the lap of luxury, seeing only how Solomon
received special treatment. It wasn’t that Rehoboam didn’t
know about the people’s grievances; it’s just that he chose
not to listen.

e What factors motivated Rehoboam to make the decision
he made?

¢ How could Rehoboam’s decisions have been shaped by
his own life goals? What do you think those goals may
have been?

BIBLE STUDY

1 KINGS 12-14:20 // WEEK OF SEPT. 28

e Like Rehoboam, we are easily swayed by people’s

influences in our lives. List some specific things you can
add to your prayer life that will strengthen you against
negative peer pressure.
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3). A GOOD DECISION CONFORMS TO THE WILL OF GOD
(1 KINGS 12:20-24).

20When all Israel heard that Jeroboam had come back,
they summoned him to the assembly and made him king
over all Israel. No one followed the house of David except
the tribe of Judah alone. #*When Rehoboam arrived in
Jerusalem, he mobilized 180,000 choice warriors from
the entire house of Judah and the tribe of Benjamin to
fight against the house of Israel to restore the kingdom to
Rehoboam son of Solomon. 2*But a revelation from God
came to Shemaiah, the man of God: »“Say to Rehoboam
son of Solomon, king of Judah, to the whole house of
Judah and Benjamin, and to the rest of the people, *‘This
is what the LORD says: You are not to march up and fight
against your brothers, the Israelites. Each of you must
return home, for | have done this.””

So they listened to what the LorD said and went back as
He had told them.

“Jeroboam gathered his own followers and reigned over
them as king. The consequence the Lord promised in light
of Solomon’s disobedience and Rehoboam’s poor decision
was now in full view: a divided nation” (Collegiate, p. 33).

READ 1 KINGS 12:20-24.

When the ten northern tribes chose Jeroboam as king, this
began the divided kingdom, with the Northern Kingdom
being called Israel (and sometimes Ephraim after the
largest tribe) and the Southern Kingdom being called
Judah. Ahijah prophesied about this kingdom split in

1 Kings 11:29-40, while Solomon was king. It is important to
note that God remained faithful to His covenant with David
by leaving Rehoboam, David’s descendent, as king over the
Southern Kingdom (vv. 34-36).

e With Jeroboam as king over Israel, what was Rehoboam
going to do about it (v. 21)?

* What does verse 24 reveal about God’s role in these
events? Why do you think God stopped Rehoboam, in
spite of Jeroboam’s selfish actions?

Research reveals that students today tend to care

much more about being rich and famous than previous
generations. Celebrity can be attained by simply having
enough hits on a YouTube® video. One of the problems with
such a cultural shift is that instant self-gratification is at
our fingertips. While we may not have the power of the Old
Testament kings, we are constantly tempted by the same
sin—pride.

SKIM 1 KINGS 12:25-33.
e Why did Jeroboam lead the people into idolatry (v. 27)?

e What similarities do you see between the leadership of
both Rehoboam and Jeroboam?

¢ Knowing Jeroboam was going to lead in this way, what
are some possible reasons why God stopped Rehoboam
in verse 24?

e What does this reveal about the nature of God?

¢ Do you think about God’s sovereign nature when
you’re faced with big decisions? What about the
small decisions?

e Take a minute to yourselves and list some practical
steps you can take this week to make sure you are
seeking God’s will during your day-to-day decisions and
not just relying on Him for the “life-altering” ones.




APPLY TO LIFE

HELP STUDENTS REVISIT THE LIFE QUESTION, HOW CAN | MAKE G0OD DECISIONS?
Lead the group in one of the lesson applications below.

OPTION 1:

As a group, decide a day of the week for students to document as many of the
decisions they make that day as possible. So many of our decisions are made out of
habit that this challenge will be difficult. When making a conscious effort to write
down decisions this week, students will hopefully become aware of how many choices
they face each day and how few they seek God’s wisdom about. Have the students
mark which decisions they don’t think they need to consult God about (such as which
way to turn at an intersection, or what outfit they will wear that day), and compare
those with the ones they instinctively pray about (such as interacting with a stranger,
or choosing not to gossip). Consider having a “reward” for those who bring in their logs
to share with the group.

OPTION 2:

Instruct students to make a list of those individuals they consider wise and godly, who
they would feel comfortable asking for advice. They should consider older believers
and those older in age as well. Encourage them to contact two of the people from the
list this week and let them know how much they appreciate their wise counsel.

PRAY ...

Close in prayer by asking specifically that students respond obediently to the
Holy Spirit’s discerning power in their lives as they seek to make good decisions
throughout the week.
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BEFORE NEXT TIME RE-READ

Send an encouraging e-mail to your class to “HOW DO | DEAL WITH EVILNESS?” on page
let them know you are praying for them as 34 of your Collegiate magazine.

they try to model selflessness and obedience
in their decision-making this week.
Encourage your group to interact via e-mail,
encouraging one another to seek God’s will in
their day-to-day lives.

DOWNLOAD THE SONG “Trouble of the World”
by Kevin Max, from the album The Blood to
play next week.



